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of a party is electing candidates under its label, selecting nominees is a central function of 
the state and local parties. Slating, or putting together a list of candidates for all positions, 
is often seen as an important role of state and local parties as they assemble teams of 
candidates ready to bring their party’s ideas into a variety of offices.

Related to getting candidates on the ballot and elected is the need to seek out the 
right candidates. Thus, one of the most important functions of state and local parties 
is recruitment. As each party attempts to build a winning team, it seeks out the most 
politically talented individuals for the next generation of politics. Precinct and county 
party leaders must be alert to the presence of individuals with the talent to take 
themselves and their party to victory in an election. Before he was president, George W. 
Bush was a Texas governor urged by state Republicans (and some Democrats) to run 
for president. Before that, he was a businessman urged into state politics by local 
Republican leaders.

The next step for state and local parties is to support their candidates. Both state 
parties provide logistical support for party candidates. Some of the support is financial, 
with parties providing cash contributions as well as advertising and similar support. The 
parties also provide training for candidates and their campaign staffs. This has become 
an increasingly important function of state parties as candidates have had to move 

  FIGURE 10.3    Political Ideology and Party Identification in Texas, 2016
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Sources: University of Texas/Texas Tribune, “The Texas Politics Project,” https://texaspolitics.utexas.edu/polling/search/topic/ideology-34 (accessed August 3, 
2016); Jeffrey Jones, 2015, “Red States Outnumber Blue States for First Time in Gallup Tracking” The Gallup Poll, http://www.gallup.com/poll/188969/red-states-
outnumber-blue-first-time-gallup-tracking.aspx (accessed August 2, 2016).


